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Welcome to the 117th Founder’s Day Celebration of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Thank you for your
presence. 

Today the Iota Pi Lambda Chapter commemorates the beloved Jewels of our Fraternity by hosting a service
that we hope will inspire guests and fortify the commitment and dedication of Brothers to the work that
defines the distinction and prodigiousness of Alpha Men. 

We recognize as did our Seven Jewels that the absence of leadership and opportunity, creates failure for
our communities. Therefore, it is with this thought that we celebrate another year of existence. Another year
to transform communities.  Another year to provide a glimmer of hope to the downtrodden. Another year to
mentor young men. Another year to shine that Alpha Light! 

 You are welcome. Please enjoy the service.   

Greetings, 

Goodwill is the Monarch of this House!

Kind Regards,

Takevess C. Hatcher, Ph.D, Chapter President
Iota Pi Lambda chapter 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

Takevess C. Hatcher, Ph.D. 
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December 3, 2023 

 
Iota Pi Lambda Chapter 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
P.O. Box 571098 
Miami, FL 33257 
 

Brothers of the Iota Pi Lambda Chapter: 

On behalf of our District Director, Dr. Gregory J. Harris, Assistant District Director, Bro. Anksi 
Saint-Fleur, and the Florida Federation of Alpha Chapters, Inc. we bring you greetings.  

Since its founding on December 4th, 1906 at Cornell University, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
has stood as a pillar of excellence to men of African descent seeking a fraternal space where 
erudite men of like vision and scope may gather. Men of Alpha are called to serve as beacons of 
light in areas of social justice, public policy, and civic advocacy across the communities they serve. 

As we embark on the celebration of our fraternity’s 117th founding date, let us reflect on the 
vision of our Seven Jewels – Henry Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, 
George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert Harold Olge, and Vertner Woodson Tandy 
– to create an institution of men that would serve as a catalyst for progress and example of 
excellence in all human endeavors for generations to follow.  

Best wishes on the Iota Pi Lambda Chapter Founders’ Day Service! 

Fraternally, 

LLeesslliiee  EElluuss  
Bro. Leslie Elus      
South Florida Area Director     
Florida Federation of Alpha Chapters    
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Order of Service
Call to Order

Welcome and Occasion

A Brief Historical Account

Musical Selection

The Spirit of An Alpha Man

Men of Tomorrow Presentation

Introduction of Speaker

Musical Selection

Inspirational Message

A Time of Giving to Our Educational Fund

Litany of Rededication

Benediction

Alpha Phi Alpha Hymn

Bro. Jason Smith

Bro. Gilbert Estime

Bro. Wendell Carr

Bro. Melvin C. Dawson, III & 
the COP Praise Team

Bro. Chris Stevenson

Bro. Terry Thompson

Bro. Stephen Marshall

Bro. Melvin C. Dawson, III & 
the COP Praise Team

Bro. Melvin C. Dawson, Jr.

Bro. Bryan Jones

Bro. Takevess Hatcher, 
President, Iota Pi Lambda
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A Brief History
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Alpha Phi Alpha, the first intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity established for African 
American Men, was founded at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York by seven college men 
who recognized the need for a strong bond of brotherhood among African descendants in 
this country.

The fraternity initially served as a study and support group for minority students who faced 
racial prejudice, both educationally and socially, at Cornell. The Jewel founders and early 
leaders of the fraternity succeeded in laying a firm foundation for Alpha Phi Alpha’s principles 
of scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the uplifting of humanity.

Alpha Phi Alpha chapters were established at other colleges and universities, many of them 
historically black institutions, soon after the founding at Cornell. The first alumni chapter 
was established in 1911. While continuing to stress academic excellence among its members, 
Alpha also recognized the need to help correct the educational, economic, political, and social 
injustices faced by African Americans. Alpha Phi Alpha has long stood at the forefront of the 
African-American community’s fight for civil rights through leaders such as W.E.B. DuBois, 
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Edward Brooke, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thurgood Marshall, Andrew 
Young, William Gray, Paul Robeson, and many others. True to its form as the “first of firsts,” 
Alpha Phi Alpha has been interracial since 1945.

Since its founding on December 4, 1906, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. has supplied voice 
and vision to the struggle of African Americans and people of color around the world. True 
to its form as the “first of firsts,” Alpha Phi Alpha was the first historically Black Greek letter 
organization to extend membership to men of all ethnicities in 1945.

The seven visionary founders, known as the “Jewels” of the fraternity, are Henry Arthur Callis, 
Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison 
Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy.
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Chapter History
Iota Pi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Provides Leadership In South Dade 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Iota Pi Lambda Chapter was chartered on December 22, 1969 
in Richmond Heights, Florida. Ten Brothers – Thomas E. Anderson, Dr. Clarence L. Cryer, Dr. 
Linkson T. Cryer, Dr. Earl Dinkins, Emmanuel R. Frayar, Jr., Paul Joseph, Thaddeus Mackey, Lee 
R. Perry, Dr. John C. Pittman, and Louis M. Taylor – united to create a chapter that would serve 
the needs of residents in the south metropolitan area of Miami-Dade County.

Since the Chapter’s chartering, Iota Pi Lambda has worked diligently to serve the residents 
of Richmond Heights and the South Dade communities of South Miami, Perrine, Goulds, 
Naranja, Homestead and Florida City. For more than 50 years, the Iota Pi Lambda Chapter 
has supported many endeavors to improve the social, economic, and intellectual status of 
Black Miami. 

Each year the Iota Pi Lambda Chapter, through the Iota Pi Lambda Education Foundation, 
provides scholarships to minority males who attend high school in South Dade. The Chapter 
also provides donations to youth sports teams, assistance to schools in need, family holiday 
meal baskets, and Christmas toys to children residing throughout the area. In November 2023, 
the Chapter hosted its Real Men Read event at Pine Villa Elementary which brought numerous 
professionals to mentor and read to students in South Dade.

The Iota Pi Lambda Chapter also supports youth through its Men of Tomorrow program, 
which provides mentoring and youth development activities for young men. 

The Chapter’s Political and Social Action Committee leads voter registration drives, voter 
engagement events, hosts candidate forums, and leads community development activities in 
South Dade. During the pandemic, the Chapter championed equitable vaccine distribution by 
hosting and supporting vaccination drives in underserved communities.

Partnership is key to the success of community development initiatives. The Chapter proudly 
partners with local institutions including Community Health of South Florida (CHI); 5000 Role 
Models of Excellence; March of Dimes; American Cancer Society, and numerous churches in 
South Dade.

The Chapter’s activities are regularly featured in local news publications including The Miami 
Times, Miami Community News, and the South Dade News Leader. 
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Celebrating History
Bro. Paul Joseph
A Living Legend of Alpha Phi Alpha

Paul Jeremiah Joseph is a native of Miami and is the 
sixth child of the late Albert and Nellie Joseph. After 
graduating from George Washington High School, 
he enrolled in Clark College in 1949, but subsequently 
transferred to Florida Normal and Industrial Memorial 
College in 1952, graduating with his bachelor’s of arts 
degree in elementary education in 1954. Joseph later 
earned his master’s degree in education from Barry 
University in 1965. He is also a U.S. Army veteran, having 
served his country during the Korean War.

Joseph began working as an educator in the Dade 
County Public School system in 1956. He enjoyed a 
very successful career with the school system and held 
numerous classroom, administrative, and leadership 
positions over 34 years. Joseph retired in 1990 as the 
assistant principal at Southridge Vocational High School.

His love for his alma mater, Florida Memorial, has been manifested in his support as an alumni 
for the past 60 years. He and his wife Florence established the Paul and Florence Joseph 
Scholarship Fund. Alongside the Paul and Florence Joseph Emergency Student Loan Fund to 
assist students who needed short-term financial assistance.

In addition to his work on behalf of Florida Memorial University, Paul is a very active member of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity for the past 60 years. Originally pledging at Clark university in 1951. 
He later went on to act as the Dean of Pledges of the Delta Psi chapter at Florida Memorial 
college (1954) in St Augustine, Florida. Once finishing school he returned to south Miami 
when he joined the military. Following his time in the service, he helped found the chapter Iota 
Pi Lambda in 1969 holding the positions of President, Vice-President, and Treasurer.

He is married to the former Florence Glenn, also an alumni of Florida Memorial University, and 
is the father of three children, Jeffrey, Cheryl, and Maurice, and is the proud grandfather of 
four.
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Iota Pi Lambda Education Foundation, Inc.Iota Pi Lambda Education Foundation, Inc.  
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IOTA PI LAMBDA CHAPTER 
AND THE MEN OF 

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC. 
ON 117 YEARS OF SERVICE 

FROM THE LADIES OF 
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.

PI DELTA OMEGA CHAPTER
MIAMI, FLORIDA

years
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WEBSITE 

WWW.SBCCDC.COM

NNOW ENROLLING 
K-8th Grades

Address: 11111 Pinkston Drive 
Miami, FL 33179

After School, 
Teacher  Planning Day Camp, 
Spring Break Camp, Summer Spring Break Camp, Summer 

Camp
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
10 A.M.

MORNING WORSHIP
11 A.M.

786-609-0014

12001 S.W. 213 Terrace
Goulds, FL 33177

Congratulations

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC., 
IOTA PI LAMBDA CHAPTER

ON YOUR FOUNDERS’ DAY
117 YEARS OF COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Community Tabernacle 
Church of God In Christ

From  

Supt. and First Lady
John T. Smith
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CELEBRATES
THE 117TH ANNIVERSARY OF

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR THEIR ONGOING SUPPORT, DEDICATION AND 

PARTNERSHIP TO CREATING A HEALTHIER SOUTH FLORIDA.

TOGETHER WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED GREAT THINGS AND FOREVER 

CHANGED THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS PEOPLE.

Primary Care  |  Pediatrics  |  OB/GYN  |  Dental  |  Behavioral Health  |  Urgent Care  |  Vision  |   Telehealth  |  Pharmacy

chisouthfl.org     (786) 272-2100 18
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HAPPY FOUNDERS’ DAY 

Expressing Gratitude for Your Ongoing
Support and Commitment to Our Community!

Celethia Passmore-Mack, CEO
CPM Consulting LLC. 
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The Iota Pi Lambda Chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

P.O. Box 571098
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https://www.instagram.com/ipl1906
https://www.facebook.com/IPL1906
https://www.youtube.com/IPL1906
https://twitter.com/IPL1906
https://ipl1906.org/

